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300 Reviews of Books M - v - H - E - 

Histoire du Canada. By Francois-Xavier Garneau. Cinquieme edition, 
revue, annotee et publiee avee une introduction et des ap- 
pendices par son petit-fils Hector Garneau. Preface de M. 
Gabriel Hanotaux, de l'Academie frantjaise. Tome 1. [Bib- 
liotheque France- Amerique.] (Paris: Librairie Felix Alcan, 
1913. lv, 607 p. 10 francs) 
From the introduction written by the editor we learn that the con- 
ception of writing a history of Canada came to the elder Garneau from 
a taunt from an English fellow student that the French-Canadians had 
no history and no literature. Fired by this taunt Garneau set himself 
to work to find out what his people had done and after many laborious 
years of toil in the search of sources, which were in his day most scanty, 
produced in 1845 the first edition of the present work, which has held 
its place through four editions as one of the most satisfactory histories 
of Canada. 

The new edition was much needed, however, for during the past de- 
cade great strides have been made in the investigation of Canadian his- 
tory and the publications of the industrious and talented members of 
the new school of northern historians have marked a progress that even 
excels a similar movement in the United States. The best index of this 
progress is the growth of the Dominion Archives under the management 
of Dr. Arthur G. Doughty whose policy of collecting copies of every- 
thing from the English and European archives has put at the service of 
Canadian scholars a rich mine of unused material that has been re- 
sponsible in a large measure for the recent development. 

The editor of this new edition, the grandson of F. X. Garneau, has 
performed his act of piety with great care and ability. Over two thous- 
and notes and two hundred and twenty-two appendices show the char- 
acter of his labor, and besides these he has added corrections and addi- 
tions to almost every page of the text. These latter are enclosed in 
brackets so that readers may recognize what was originally written. 
Although the reviewer readily appreciates the filial reverence that in- 
duced this proceeding, still it makes the text somewhat confusing for 
the general reader whose interests should have received the first consid- 
eration. The elder Garneau 's work is well known and can be read in the 
other editions by those interested in his scholarship, so that it would 
be better to free the text of these impedimenta and allow this fifth edi- 
tion to stand as an independent family production. 

Mr. Hector Garneau has read widely and studied carefully the pro- 
ductions of the new school of Canadian historians with the result that 
important errors are not easily to be discovered. This volume of 
over six hundred pages brings the story down to the peace of Utrecht, 
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and contains those free criticisms of the clergy which the elder Garneau 
felt obliged to omit, for the sake of peace, in his later editions. For 
students of western history the account of the French explorations and 
settlement of the Mississippi Valley will be most interesting, for this 
is perhaps the most readable account we now have. The editor has 
made many important additions and corrections here, but he still clings 
to the tradition of La Salle's discovery of the Ohio River in 1669. 

The volume is the first of the publications of the Bibliotheque France- 
Amerique and in typographical perfection and paper as well as schol- 
arship gives promise of the character of this series. The preface by 
Mr. Gabriel Hanotaux will be read by many with interest. It sum- 
marizes the thought of a modern school of historians and statesmen, 
namely that the history of the modern times is that of colonies and that 
a nation without colonies will have "no mercantile or naval greatness 
and without these a nation with a long sea-coast is at the mercy of its 
rivals. ' ' 

C. W. A. 

Masters of the Wilderness. By Charles Bert Reed, M. D. [Chicago 
Historical Society: Fort Dearborn Series.] (Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press, 1914. 144 p. $1.00) 

This book consists of three essays each of which bears upon the his- 
tory of the wilderness frontier. The first essay entitled ' ' The Masters of 
the Wilderness" gives the title to the whole volume. This chapter gives 
a very interesting account of the origin and growth, of the Hudson's 
Bay Company with a portrayal of its powerful influence on the develop- 
ment of Canada, and sketches the activities of the company from the 
beginning down to modern times. This vigorous organization was in 
existence under its charter of 1670 for just two hundred years and since 
1870 has subsisted as a trading company alone; yet its resources have 
increased in value and the company is secure in the peaceful and legal 
possession of a vast fortune constantly increasing in value, the found- 
ation of which was laid in the earlier period. The author shows in a 
most interesting way how the search for the northwest passage which 
was the goal of the early explorers developed the fur trade, and this in 
turn led to settlement and the dawn of a new era. 

The second essay entitled "The Beaver Club" is closely allied to the 
first since it gives a history of a social club of Montreal the members 
of which were drawn from partners and factors of the Northwestern 
Fur Company which was a rival of the Hudson's Bay Company. For 
forty years the club dominated the social, political, and commercial 
life of Canada. In 1821 a permanent union was effected betweeen the 
Hudson's Bay Company and the Northwestern Fur Company, and in 



